
Useful links and places: 
-Catholic Worker Websites: 
www.catholicworker.com 
www.catholicworker.org 
www.lacatholicworker.org 
www.ca.geocities.com/vancouvercatholicworker 
www.catholicworker.com/bookstore/index.html 
-Radical/Progressive Christianity 
www.jesusradicals.org 
www.nonviolentjesus.blogspot.com 
www.geezmagazine.org 
www.catholicanarchy.org  
www.anglocatholicsocialism.org 
www.disseminary.org 
www.tierra-nueva.org 
www.romancatholicwomenpriests.com 
-Anti-War 
www.stopwar.ca 
www.ivaw.net 
www.resisters.ca 
www.wri-irg.org 
www.christianpacifism.com 
www.plowsharesactions.org 
-Activism 
www.foodnotbombs.net 
www.vcn.bc.ca/citizens-handbook 
www.iww.org 
www.deathpenalty.org 
www.freegan.info/?page=home 
www.justicia4migrantworkers.org 
-Other Good Websites: 
www.vancouverdiy.com 
www.pcac.net/indexn.html 
www.southcentralfarmers.com 
www.commongroundrelief.org 
www.freewebs.com/stormnyc/index.htm 
www.jonahhouse.org  



CATHOLIC WORKER STATEMENT TO U.S. CATHOLIC BISHOPS 
 
"At the conclusion of National Catholic Worker Gathering, held from October 
19-22 in Panora, Iowa, Catholic Workers from across the U.S. issued a 
statement appealing to the U.S. Catholic Bishops to break their silence and to 
call for an immediate end to the U.S. War in Iraq and Afghanistan... Over 300 
Catholic Workers from over fifty houses, including from Germany and Holland, 
attended the Catholic Worker Gathering. The Catholic Worker was founded by 
Dorothy Day and Peter Maurin in 1933, and the late John Cardinal O'Connor 
initiated a process in the catholic Church for her sainthood." 
 
--Exerpted from the news release, which accompanied the Catholic Worker 
statement, ED. 
 
We are Catholic Workers from across the US and Europe who have come to 
Iowa to celebrate special anniversaries of a number of our houses, to pray and 
reflect about what God calls us to at this critical moment in history, and to 

recommit ourselves to the 
Catholic Worker vision of 
creating a new society in the 
shell of the old. 
 
In our various communities 
we have daily contact with 
the victims of our society. 
Thus, we strive to do the 
works of mercy and to follow 
Jesus' command to be non-
violent witnesses for peace 
and justice. As we confront 
the unrelenting violence and 

assaults on human life and our endangered earth, we repent for our own 
complicity in our culture of violence, and call on our church and all people of 
faith and goodwill to do the same. Taking the Sermon on the Mount as our 
Christian manifesto, we commit ourselves to upholding the sacredness of all life 
wherever it is threatened. 
 

 
As a world community, we find ourselves in a complex and dangerous moral 
crisis. Longstanding cultural compulsions have obscured the basic teachings of 
Christ. We have become the wealthiest nation on earth in the history of 
humankind and the price we have paid is the collective loss of our souls. The 
ongoing efforts of militarization and exploitation of global resources have 
pushed us to a level of accepting the unacceptable. Pre-emptive war and the 
slaughter of innocents is being carried out in our names and for profit. A 
creeping apathy has allowed room for extreme abuses such as torture and the 
destruction of whole social fabrics. We are violating our own spiritual principles 
and civil laws to attain excessive creature comforts while others suffer from 
unimaginable deprivation and violence. We are a living a lifestyle that demands 
war and distracts from our true calling of loving and caring for one another. Our 
path to redemption lies in the repudiation of domination and embracing the daily 
need of service to the vulnerable. 
 
The teaching of Saint Paul tells us that when the health of one member of our 
community is suffering, the health of the whole body is lowered. We must make 
this time of crisis into an opportunity to move forward and carry on Christ's 
message without compromise. In the face of nuclear capabilities we have no 
other choice. God, the victims, and timeless prophetic voices call on us, the 
Church, the body of Christ, to repent from the sins of war, torture, and killing, 
from the making of widows and orphans, and from the fruitless works of 
darkness resulting in this last century being the bloodiest on record. 
 
We as Christians recognize that the Christ, whom we worship, was himself a 
victim of torture. We are called to end his ongoing crucifixion, which has been 
made manifest in our nations policies. This is particularly relevant in the latest 
Military Commissions Act of 2006. It is with burning sorrow that we look 
around at the world in which we live at the suffering, war, torture, and killing of 
our brothers and sisters, and realize that the response of both ourselves and our 
Church has been wholly inadequate. We cry out to be part of a Church that prays 
and works for peace, loves our enemies, and embraces the redemptive power of 
forgiveness. We cry out for a church that speaks without fear of consequences, 
including loss of revenues. 
 



  



  



If men can come up with a dollar they can use the private showers and laundry 
facilities at the Gathering Place.  They give me two towels and soap.  One man 
gives me a pair of socks and says that it is not in the center’s mandate to issue 
socks so I shouldn’t expect another pair for a month.  As I’m showering I notice 
itchy little welts on my wrists and ankles. 
 
That night I ask my neighbour about the welts and he tells me that they’re bed 
bug bites and that our dorm has them pretty bad.  I hadn’t noticed them before, 
but now I can feel the little creatures crawling all over me.  I take my bedding 
into the smoking room but I can’t find any.   
 
Finally, I manage to catch one, full of blood and therefore slower.  It’s nearly a 
centimeter long and looks like a tiny crab, normally flat but after they feed they 
swell up to an oval shape.  The man on one side of me says that they don’t 
bother him; he can feel them moving, but they don’t bite him.  The man on my 
other side is tormented.  He has incredible swelling up and down both arms.  
That night he puts on all his clothes, even gloves, and tucks his pants into his 
socks.  He pulls the drawstring of his hood tight and all you can see of him is his 
face.  The next morning his face is swollen with bites.  He complains to the staff 
at the front and they tell him that they are aware of the problem.  He goes to a 
clinic and they give him two squirts of calamine lotion that does no good.  I 
decide to throw away all my clothes when my time is up.  That night we form a 
hunting party and kill many of the little parasites living in the seams of our 
mattresses, but they are fast and it is suspected that they are hiding in the 
ventilation system and in the cracks of the old building. 
 
The next morning I decide to attend the morning Eucharist at the Holy Rosary 
Cathedral.  I remember once, years ago, I had come into that cathedral and 
noticed that the tired were granted sanctuary and allowed to lie down in the 
pews.  The policy must have changed because there is nobody sleeping in the 
pews anymore.  The sermon is about how we should not be too poor or too rich.  
If we decide to become too poor, the priest says, we will become angry. 
 
The next day it rains.  They say it will rain for a week.  The choking stench of 
rotting feet is unbearable.  I decide to take the priest’s advice and never become 
too poor, leaving my brothers behind in their church sanctioned hell. < 
 

 



 

They justify their beliefs through the use of Cannon 
Law 1284 (6) which makes it obligatory for 
administrators to invest surplus money. 
 
However, we are not aware of any official changes 
made by the Holy See to replace the original doctrine 
condemning usury. Consequently, we humbly beg 
you to forbid the administrators to ignore the 
Church’s doctrine against taking interest on loans. 
 
We do this because your 

predecessor, Pope John XXIII said in Mater et 
Magistra that “the laity do much to help the 
diffusion of Catholic Social Doctrine because social 
doctrine bust be translated into reality and the 
translation from theory to practice is, of its very 
nature, difficult.” 
 
Therefore, we must, in order to bring Christ’s light 
and love into a world walking in the darkness and in the shadows of death, live 
up to his teachings: 
“You cannot serve God and money. Give the gift as you have been given—
without payment. No it is your enemies you must love, and do them good, and 
lend to them, without any hope of return. Give and it shall be given unto you, 
pressed down and running over. Seek first the kingdom of God and His justice 
and all things shall be added unto you without the asking.” 
 
In this spirit and with this witness we humbly beg you and all the Bishops to live 
up to the Church’s noble doctrine against usury for the glory of God and the 
glory of our Church. 
 
In solidarity with Christ, 
Estelle and Mario Carota 
Barrio de San Juan 
Malinalco, Mexico. < 
 
 



  



 

 
The same is not true for us. Despite the provision for a non-segregation status in 
the Texas Death Row plan (the policy outlining death row housing and general 
procedure adopted by the director of TDCJ to bring the institution into 
compliance with Texas State Law), men on death row are never allowed to leave 
isolation.  
 
And yet, it wasn’t always like this. From 1965-1999, we were housed on the 
Ellis Unit, and afforded almost all of the same privileges that maximum-security 
general population inmates were allowed. We had art programs, group 
recreation, the ability to work, walk around un-restrained, had religious services, 
and televisions. We were generally treated better all around. Since being moved 
to Polunsky, though, life hasn’t been the same. We’ve been put on 22-hour 
lockdown. We lost all our group recreation, art programs and supplies (except 
well paper and color pencils), work programs, televisions, and religious services. 
We’re not allowed contact visits, so the only physical contact we’ll get until they 
kill us is when the CO’s hold our restrained arms while escorting us. According 
to policy, we’re supposed to have a chance to have most of that if we’re 
behaving ourselves. TDCJ’s non-compliance with their own policy isn’t only 
incredibly immoral, it’s also illegal according to the state constitution’s clause 
against cruel and unusual punishment. Why they’re allowed to get away with 
this is beyond me. 
 
The situation we’re stuck in leaves a question begging to be asked: What can we 
do about it? Unfortunately, an answer really isn’t forthcoming, the courts, state, 
and federal government are apathetic, even hostile to us. We’ve tried lawsuits, 
please and petitions. Each has been futile, and it has sometimes resulted in 
further abuse of us and our outside supporters. One of our main problems is that 
an insufficient number of us speak up about the abuse. As the minds of our 
captors and their supporters “if they’re not speaking up about it, it can’t be that 
bad”. Well, speaking up about it intelligently and effectively has been another 
problem. And even when it’s done, our complaints seem to fall on deaf ears. 
Over the years, we’ve also tried several civil disobedience movements, ranging 
from general non-compliance to non-violent resistance to try and get our 
complaints heard. This, too, to no avail. So if legal remedies and direction aren’t 
helping, what’s to be tried next?  
 



To answer that, a few of us have come together out of necessity, realizing that 
it’s going to take more drastic measures to try to compel a change. In this 
regard, as of October 8, 2006, we’ve initiated a hunger strike. We will not accept 
another morsel of food from our captors until such a time as TDCJ makes a 
credible effort towards the changes necessary to remove the current inhumane 
conditions. We have several viable request we’re making to the administration, 
dealing with health and safety issues, with policies and procedures being ignored 
and misinterpreted, and with our segregative housing conditions. It’s a shame 
that we have to starve ourselves to be treated decently. We’re hoping we don’t 
have to starve to death, but we cannot allow ourselves to be denied our basic 
human rights. We cannot, we will not live like this any longer. 
 
Yet even as we take this drastic step to stand against this injustice, we realize 
our actions alone will not likely bring the changes we require. We need your 
support in this struggle, fighting with us side by side. The administration will try 
to cover up and misconstrue our efforts, so we’re asking you to get involved, to 
put up as much effort as you’re able. Any actions you can take to help vocalize 
our plight are positive, be it writing to government officials, TDCJ 
administration, the media, participation online blogs and forums, protesting if 
you are able, and encouraging others to get involved. We’ll also need your 
encouragement and solidarity to help keep us from faltering, as even the most 
stout of heart can waver. The struggle will be long and hard, but in the end, with 
your help, we hope to succeed. 
 
In strength, struggle, and solidarity, 
 
Steven Woods 999427 
Justen Hall 999497 
Richard Cobb 999467 
Travis Runnels 999505 
Kevin Watts 999456 
Stephen Moody 999076 
 
For more information on our 
conditions and to watch the hunger 
strike progress, check out www.anarchyinchains.com and 
http://s150445372.onlinehome.us 

 



 

Much of what they predicted has come true, many of their insights have been 
lost, most of what they said is more relevant today than when they said it. So in 
tribute to them I want to use their work as a way of looking at ministry, 
marginality and Mammon. 
 
Evans, an Anglican priest, spent most of his ministry in East and South London. 
He wrote a good deal but the book which is most relevant to our concerns is 
very small: The Church in the Back Streets (Mowbray 1962), Only 50 pages 
long, it is a classic, rooted in his experience in the inner city. He coined the term 
'the Church Condescending' as a way of describing how good, dedicated people 
moved into poor areas to minister to (rather than with) those whom they saw as 
belonging to a lower culture. 
 
    Inevitably they saw themselves as missionaries sent to a people of a lower 
culture, and they can hardly be blamed that they became the executive officers 
of the Church Condescending. Yet for all that, it is the bitter fruits of the Church 
Condescending , with all its kindness and desperate desire to do good, that we 
have inherited . . . An intelligent man [sic] could have prophesied the reaction of 
those whose fate it was to be done good to (p 5). 
 
These people were there to 'be done good to'. Evans went on to point out that at 
a certain stage, when 'these stupid, ungrateful people don't come', the Church 
Condescending turns into the Church Indignant. 
 
    The Church Condescending has given birth to the Church Indignant . . . Does 
it need to be pointed out that here is nemesis; that at this point a long process has 
reached its tragic conclusion; that once you reach the stage of despising people, 
your attitude to them has ceased to be Christian at all, and that you had best haul 
down your flag and pack your bags, for you have no function left to fulfil? 
(p13). 
 
That syndrome is still alive and well. In his book he stressed the central place of 
argument, debate and local theological engagement. Every local church needed 
to be a thinking church, constantly grappling with issues 'from street crossings to 
hydrogen bombs'. Is this still happening, or have we fobbed it off to Boards for 
Social Responsibility (which the Archbishops' Council seems keen to abolish). 
And he stressed the danger of substituting respectability for militancy.  



  



 
Appendix 
 
CITY CRIMINALIZES FOOD NOT BOMBS BY CHANGING ORDINANCE 
City and County of San Francisco, Recreation and Park Dept. 
(affixed the seal of city and county of SF) 
July 20, 1990 
Mr. Keith McHenry 
Food Not Bombs 
 
Dear Mr. McHenry: 
 
On July 19,1990 at the 649th Regular Meeting of the San Francisco Recreation 
and Park Commission, the Commission heard and discussed an item on its 
Permit and Reservations policy. The semi-annual review of the Permits and 
Reservations Policy is mandated by Resolution 15585, which states: 
 

"The commission directs the General 
Manager and staff to continue to evaluate 
the viability of these regulations and to 
ascertain whether this scheme strikes the 
proper balance between the recreational, 
Constitutional, and property interest of 
San Franciscans heretofore mentioned and 
the Commission's substantial interest in 
preserving park property, limiting 
excessive noise and conjestion [sic] and 
other police problems that may result 
from activities on park property'. 
 

Contained within Resolution 15585 is Section I, Subsection IV: Regulations 
Governing Distribution of Free Food to the Homeless on Park Property This 
section details the terms and conditions necessary to obtain a permit to distribute 
free food on park property. It also contains a listing of the sites the Commission 
deems appropriate for this type of activity. 
 
 

 
 
Prior to the July Meeting of the Commission there were two sites deemed 
appropriate for free food distribution on Recreation and Park property. These 
sites were 
 
CIVIC CENTER PLAZA and the INTERSECTION of PAGE AND STANYAN 
streets in Golden Gate park. [where Food Not Bombs served food from 1990 
through October1994] 
 
Mr. McHenry, please be advised that on July 19, 1990 the Recreation and Park 
Commission voted to amend the Permitsand Reservations Policy and delete the 
section of the policy that allows free distribution of food in parks. This amended 
policy will not allow staff to issue any subsequent permits to any organization 
for the purpose of free food distribution on any park site. 
 
If you have any questions concerning this issue, please feel free to contact me. 
Your cooperation in this matter is greatly appreciated. 
 
Sincerely, 
Mary E. Burns 
General Manager 
(signed) 
 

 
 
 



  



  


